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Abstract 
This study comparatively analysed the Science and Social Studies students’ 
perception of entrepreneurial education as a panacea for national 
development in Oyo state. The respondents used for this study were two 
hundred tertiary institution students. Four null hypotheses were postulated 
and tested. The instrument used for the study was student’s perception of 
entrepreneurial education for national development questionnaire. It was pilot 
tested using Cronbach’s Alfa method. The result of its reliability was 0.77.data 
collected were analyzed using descriptive statistical tools and t-test. The 
research findings indicated that exposure to entrepreneurial education 
significantly enhanced the students’ perception to entrepreneurial education 
as a panacea for national development. Also Science students signified greater 
positive perception of entrepreneurial education. The Science students 
demonstrated higher perception on entrepreneurial education than Social 
Studies students. Furthermore, the study recommended that the spirit of 
entrepreneurship among Nigeria youths should be promoted through seminars 
and workshops on corporate leadership and entrepreneurship. Facilities 
should be put in place to keep the youth busy instead of watching them engage 
in acts that are detrimental to socio-economic development of the nation.  
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The process involved in entrepreneurship success habit is imparted as the 
person develops entrepreneurial integrity. An entrepreneur is one who combines and co-
ordinates factors of production and use them to produce goods and services. 
Schumputer in Encarta ﴾2009) sees an entrepreneur as “an innovator, the person who 
develops a new product, a new market or a new means of production” Schumputer also 
acknowledged that the entrepreneur is an individual who assumes the responsibility of 
establishing or running a venture and risk associated with the expectation of making a 
profit. It is the entrepreneur who decides the product, acquires the facilities and brings 
together the labour force, capital and raw materials and assembles them in a 
meaningful, systematic order to produce the products. Some entrepreneurs use 
information that is generally available to produce something entirely new. 
 Akinade ﴾2015) states some characteristics of entrepreneurs as a risk taker, with 
self confidence, a creator and builder of a business, resourceful, persistent in problem 
solving, hard worker, innovator and visionary leader, Weinger ﴾2013) asserts that 
entrepreneurship is a process of owning and managing a business enterprise with the 
hope of making profit. For a nation to emerge developed, there should be massive 
entrepreneurial development across the nation. This should start from homes, primary, 
secondary and tertiary educational institutions. 
 Ayodele ﴾2012) stresses that it is a common experience that about 80% of the 
graduates from Nigeria colleges of education and Universities find it very difficult to 
get employment every year. This is partly due to the curricular of the tertiary institution, 
which lay emphasis on training for white-collar jobs. The question thus is what are the 
possible challenges that will arise in getting Nigerian youths empowered to acquire 
skills and ideas for the sake of creating employment for themselves and others? 
﴾Akinade, 2015). In Nigeria, entrepreneurship is  equated with business start-up and the 
ministry of education emphasized four goals for Nigeria. Firstly, she  should expose 
students to challenging prospect for employment and raise their entrepreneurship 
awareness. Secondly, she should lay a solid foundation of knowledge on 
entrepreneurship. Thirdly, she should improve students’ entrepreneurial skills and 
abilities through both classroom learning and beyond. Lastly, she should reduce 
entrepreneurial risks among students ﴾Olanipekun, 2011). 
 Entrepreneurship is not just skill requisition for acquisition sake. The role of 
entrepreneurship in national development is an acquisition of skills and ideas for the 
sake of creating employment for one-self and for others. It also includes the 
development based on creativity ﴾Ayodele, 2012). Entrepreneurship leads to the 
development of small, medium, and sometimes large scale business in turn helps in 
developing the nation. It also reduces poverty rate with visible increment of 
employment rate among the youth. However, entrepreneurship requires training  
﴾Johnson, 2014). 
 Science education was seen by Oguniyi ﴾1985) as an educational aspect which 
assists the learners in developing certain attitudes, knowledge and skills regarding the 
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order in nature. Science education aims at producing scientifically, literate citizens as 
well as producing a potential of scientific and technological manpower. Science 
education has introduced a lot of changed in our world today and it will continue to do 
so in the future  ﴾Ezeudu, 2008; Okebukola, 2007) it is found that achievement in 
science education will go a long way in reducing illiteracy and poverty which are 
impediments for national development. On the other hand, a distinctive feature of 
Social Studies, when compared to other school subjects or disciplines, is studying 
human beings in totality. The contents, philosophy, objectives and methodology of 
Social Studies are geared towards having a better comprehensive of human beings, in 
their physical and social environments, and promoting a free society with responsible 
citizens. Social studies has as its main focus attempts to solve societal problems, such as 
unemployment, overpopulation, divorce, prostitution and host of others. 
 Therefore, teaching science and Social Studies education should go pari-parsu 
with the instilling of entrepreneurial skills in the students to encourage the young mind 
develop traits peculiar to job provider and not job-seekers.  
 
Statement of the Problem 

Nigeria like most developing nations of the world is faced with myriad of 
problems and hard realities which include poverty, unemployment, conflicts and 
diseases. These situations pose great challenges to the very existence of individual in 
most developing nations thereby calling for the training of educated men and women 
who can function effectively in the society in which they live in. The orientation of 
Nigeria youths cannot grow beyond the level of exposure they had in the teaching 
learning process. If the cycle is to be broken and Nigeria economy to thrive and be 
vibrant, there is urgent need to instill entrepreneurial skills in the mind of the youths.  
 
Purpose of the Study 

The research specifically comparatively determined the Science and Social 
Studies students’ perception of entrepreneurial education as a panacea for national 
development. The study serves as instrument of assistance for the society, government, 
educational planners and individuals as integral part of the society to see the need and 
role of entrepreneurship education in national development and strategies for promoting 
effective entrepreneurship education in Nigeria. 
 
Research Hypotheses 
Ho1: There is no significant difference between Science and Social Studies students’  
perception of entrepreneurial education as a panacea for national development based on 
exposure/lack of exposure to entrepreneurial education. 
Ho2:  There is no significant difference between Science and Social Studies male  
students’ perception of entrepreneurial education as a panacea for national development   
Ho3: There is no significant difference between Science and Social Studies female  
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perception of entrepreneurial education as a panacea for national development 
Ho4: There is no significant difference between Science and Social Studies students’ 
perceptions of entrepreneurial education as a panacea for national development based 
on home background. 
 
Significance of the Study 

The study becomes highly important because of the increasing graduate 
unemployment and the Nigerian economy not expanding at a rate commensurate with 
the output of Nigeria graduates. 
The study is an avenue for both students of tertiary institutions and education planners 
to be better equipped in dealing with needs, aspirations and challenges of youths. 
The study also add to the repertoire of knowledge on youths and education, this will be 
of immense assistance to policy makers, administrators, curriculum planers and book 
writers. 
 
Methodology 
Research Design 

The study adopted a descriptive survey design of ex-post facto type. This is 
because the attitude under investigation already existed and was not manipulated in the 
course of the study. 
 
Population and Sample 

All regular full time students’ of all the government owned tertiary instructions 
in Oyo state constituted the population of the study. 

From the above estimated population, a sample of two hundred was selected 
using multi stage sampling technique, stage 1 was purposive sampling based on 
geographical zones, making use of Oyo and Ibadan zones because of the proximity to 
the researchers base. Stage 2 was also purposive, using an institution to represent each 
institutions type in the research population. 
 
Research Instrument 

The instrument used for collecting data for this research is “Students Perception 
of Entrepreneurial Education for National Development Questionnaire ﴾SPEEDQ). The 
instrument was designed by the researchers to measure the perception of the Science 
and Social Studies students’ of entrepreneurial education as a panacea for national 
development. The subjects responses to the items were measured with four likert-type 
scale format of strongly Agree 4, Agree 3, Disagree 2 and Strongly Disagree 1. 
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Validity  
The research instrument was given to experts in the field of measurement and 

evaluation in the department of curriculum and instructions and entrepreneurial 
education for the establishment of the face and content validity. 
 
Reliability  

The instrument was pilot tested with forty (40) students of College of 
Agriculture, Igboora and Emmanuel Alayande College of Education Lanlate Campus, 
Oyo State to establish its reliability using Cronbach’s alfa method. The valve obtained 
was 0. 77. 
 
Method of Data Analysis  

The generated data were analyzed using descriptive statistical tools such as 
frequency counts, percentage, mean and standard deviation. The four Null Hypotheses 
generated were tested at 0.05 alpha level. 
 
Analysis of Data and Discussion of Findings 
Hypothesis 1: 
There is no significant difference between Science and Social Studies student’s 
perception of entrepreneurial education for national development based on exposure/ 
lack of exposure to entrepreneurial education.  
 
Table 1: t-test Comparison of Perception of Science and Social Studies Students’ 
Based on Exposure / Lack of Exposure to Teaching of Entrepreneurial Education 
Perception of students based  
on exposure to teaching of 
entrepreneurial education 

N  Mean  Std. 
Dev. 

Crit
-t 

Cal-
t 

Df  P  

Exposure to teaching of 
Entrepreneurial Education  

10
0 

49.295
0 

20.7983 1.96 2.68 199 .495  

Lack of exposure to teaching of 
Entrepreneurial 
 education  

10
0 

48.300
0 

20.9527 

 
The above table showed that there is significant difference in the perception of students 
exposure to teaching of entrepreneurial education and lack of exposure to teaching of 
entrepreneurial education as a panacea for national development ﴾crit-t = 1.96, cal-t = 
2.68, df = 199, P > 0.5 level of significance). The hypothesis was rejected. 
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Hypothesis 2 
There is no significant difference between Science male and Social Studies male 
students’ perception towards entrepreneurial education as a panacea for national 
development 
 
Table 2: t-test Comparison of Perception of Science Male and Social Studies Male 
Perception of Entrepreneurial Education as a Panacea for National Development 

Perception of students based 
on gender 

N 
 

Mean 
 

Std. Dev. Crit-t 
 

Cal-t 
     

Df 
   

p 
 
 

Science male students 70 60.4857 25.6401      1.96 
 

5.946 
 

198    
 

.000 

Social Studies male students 130 43.6308 14.8325 

 
The above table showed that there was significant difference in the perception of 
Science and Social Studies male students’ of entrepreneurial education as a panacea for 
national development ﴾crit-t = 1.96, cal-t = 5.946, df = 198, P< 0.5 level of significance) 
. The hypothesis was rejected. 
 
Hypothesis 3: 
There is no significant difference between Science female and Social Studies female 
students’ perception of entrepreneurial education as a panacea for national development 

Perception of students based  
on gender  

N  Mean  Std.dev. Crit-t Cal-t Df P  

Science female  70 59.8143 35.7594  1.96     5.640    198 .000 

Social Studies female 130 43.6308 14.8325 

The above table showed that there was significant difference in the perception of 
Science female and Social Studies female students toward entrepreneurial education as 
a panacea for national development  ﴾crit-t = 1.96, cal-t =5.640, df = 198, P< .05) 
The hypothesis was rejected. 
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Hypothesis 4 
There is no significant difference between Science and Social Studies students’ 
perception of entrepreneurial / education as a panacea for national development based 
on home background 
 
Table 4: t-test Comparison of Perception of Science and Social Studies Students’ 
Perception of Entrepreneurial Education as a Panacea for National Development 
Based on Home Background 

Perception of Science and non-
science students towards 
entrepreneurial education 

N  Mean  Std. 
Dev. 

Crit
-t 

Cal-t Df  P  

 
Science students 

10
0 
 

49.820
0 
 

21.320
0 
 

   
1.96 

5.184 19
9 

.00
0 

 
Social Studies students 

10
0 

48.875
0 

20.410
8 

 
The above table showed that there was significant difference between the perception of 
Science and Social Studies students’ towards Entrepreneurial Education as a panacea 
for national development  ﴾crit-t = 1.96, cal-t = 5.184, df = 198, P< 0.5 level of 
significance). The hypothesis was rejected 
 
Discussion of Findings 

The study examined a comparative analysis of Science and Social Studies 
students’ perception towards entrepreneurial education as a panacea for national 
development. The findings of this study revealed that there was significant difference 
between pre and post perception of students. The obtained results showed significant 
main effect of treatment on students’ post attitude score of entrepreneurial education for 
national development. These results indicate that exposure to entrepreneurial education 
significantly enhanced the students’ attitude to entrepreneurial education as a panacea 
for national development than those who are not exposured to treatment. The findings 
are in line with the conclusion reached by Peters  ﴾2012) that entrepreneurial education 
should start from homes, primary, secondary and tertiary educational institutions and it 
must be compulsory at all levels. 

On account of gender difference in perception disposition to entrepreneurial 
education as a panacea for national development, records revealed that there was 
significant difference between the perception of Science male and Social Studies 
students’ male. As shown in table 2, Science male students under study signified greater 
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positive attitude to entrepreneurial education as a panacea for national development 
than Social Studies male students. This result is supported by Johnson ﴾2014) that 
Science students always embrace entrepreneurship education more than their 
counterpart, but gender should not be a barrier because entrepreneurship education is to 
impact marketable skills and creative knowledge required to provide employment 
generation opportunities. Such entrepreneurial competence and managerial dexterity 
would also make the school graduates to adopt some strategic survival instincts. 

Concerning the perception of Science female and Social Studies female 
students of  entrepreneurial education as a panacea for national development, Table 3 
indicated that there was significant difference in the perception of Science female and 
Social female students towards entrepreneurial education as a panacea for national 
development. Science female students had higher perception than Social Studies female 
students. Johnson 2010) emphasized that Science students always embrace entrepreneur 
than their counterparts in other subjects. 
 The findings further revealed that there was significant difference in the 
perception of Science and Social Studies students. The Science students demonstrated 
higher perception on entrepreneurial education as a panacea for national development 
than Social Studies students based on home background. Micheal ﴾2013) emphasized 
that there should be freedom of individualized learning and facilitate the link between 
the educational process and economic reality for both the students from educated and 
illiterate families. 
 
Conclusion 

According to politicians of the day in Nigeria, Nigerians are said to be reaping 
the dividends of democracy, poverty on a wide scale is still very evident. It is probably 
this realization that informed the institution of the different poverty alleviation 
programmes by federal government a few years back. 

The programme appeared to alleviate the poverty of the managers or 
administrators rather than that of the target group-the poor, and particularly the youths. 
Unemployment has reached an embarrassing level and the loss of employment 
opportunity for young graduates has led to frustration, insecurity and uncertainty about 
the future. Through well planned and executed entrepreneurship education therefore, 
the Nigeria youths will learn to be happy and fulfilled persons. They will be productive 
and committed as employees or employers of labour. 
 
Recommendations  
The following recommendations were proffered; 
1. An entrepreneurship education unit should be set up at the federal and state 
ministries of education with a mandate to monitor and provide support to schools for 
the effective implementation and teaching of entrepreneurship education as introduced 
by the government.  
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2. The spirit of entrepreneurship among Nigerian youths should be promoted 
through seminars and workshops on corporate leadership and entrepreneurship 
3. Government should provide facilities and adequate training equipment for the 
effective delivery and implementation of the new curriculum 
4. Facilities should be put in place to keep the youth busy instead of watching 
them engage in cult activities that are detrimental to socio-economic development of the 
nation. 
5. Government should guarantee and remove the bottlenecks in accessing loans by 
entrepreneurs from microfinance banks and grant them reasonable time to run the 
business before loan repayment starts.    
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